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I remember getting my first 
computer in 1988. It was my second 
year at BST and one 
of the lecturers, David 
Parker, sold us his 
Microbee computer, one 
with twin floppy discs! 
My interest in media 
and technology was 
growing, and back then 
it was rare for a student 
to have a computer. 
Little did I know that 
I would end up using 
computer skills to do 
several New Testament 
audio recordings for people in the 
Philippines who were unable  
to read.

As members of Wycliffe Bible Translators, 
my wife Sue and I have been based in Asia, 
serving the church for the last 25 years. Our 

role for the first nine years in the Philippines 
was literacy, and promotion and distribution 
of translated resources in remote villages on 
the eastern side of Mindanao, focusing on 
the Agusan Manobo language.

The Philippines is an archipelago made up 
of more than 7,000 islands and Mindanao 
is its second largest, located in the south. 
Mindanao’s mountainous and jungle-like 
terrain made it challenging to gain access to 
some of the villages we were attempting to 

reach, especially in 
our earlier years when 
many roads were not 
yet built.

A personal challenge 
was our ability to 
communicate with 
family and friends 
back in Australia. 
A phone call meant 
making our way 
into the main town, 
standing in a long 

line at an exchange to wait our turn for the 
operator to place the call, and then making 
a short call to hear the latest updates from 
our loved ones (short because it was so 
expensive). So most of our communication 
was via letter and we only had the 
opportunity to see our family once every 

four years on our home visits. How thankful 
we are now for technology that allows us to 
connect so easily.

Sue and I have most recently been based in 
the northern Philippines involved in country 
and Asia-level team leadership and working 
in digital publishing and editorial work on 
the Asia publishing team. I’ve especially 
been involved in making Scripture and 
dictionary apps.

Our time in the Philippines stretched and 
challenged us, especially as we raised 
our four daughters abroad. Sue and I 
are thankful for the homestay parents 
who looked after our children while they 
attended boarding school in Manila during 
high school. It was a wonderful Christian 
community and our girls loved being part of 
it. We also found serving in the Philippines 
and Asia rewarding and a privilege to 
partner with what God is doing through 
Filipino and expatriate Christians. Our 
observation is that Filipinos often serve well 
as missionaries, especially in limited access 
situations because they blend in and adapt 
easily. Expatriates serving in the Philippines 
will find it helpful to partner with what 
Filipino Christians are already doing and to 
be aware of the work that has been done by 
other Christian organisations.
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Join us on Saturday, September 
24 and hear from Langham’s 
International Ministries Director 
Chris Wright. Founded to equip 
and train pastors and leaders 
in the Majority World, Langham 
Partnership continues to grow and 
extend the impact of this vital, 
strategic ministry.

As International Ministries Director, 
Chris Wright has a front row seat 
to the extraordinary changes taking 
place in global Christianity. Chris 
will share with us the integration 
of all five marks of mission — 
evangelism, teaching, compassion, 
justice, and creation-care – around 
the centrality of the gospel. 

Chris Wright’s books include 
commentaries on Deuteronomy and 
Ezekiel, Old Testament Ethics for 
the People of God; The Mission of 
God; The God I Don’t Understand; 
and The Mission of God’s People.

INTEGRAL MISSION AND THE GREAT COMMISSION

Register online at  
bst.qld.edu.au/events  

or phone (07) 38708355.  
It’s free to register.
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CENTRE FOR ASIAN 
CHRISTIANITY

Our encouragement to current 
BST students or others thinking of 
serving cross-culturally is to be 
clear of your calling to serve.  
There are days when it will 
be tough, and it 
takes commitment 
and trust to walk 
through those times. 

We highly 
recommend going 
with a supportive 
sending organisation. You have 
both practical support (e.g., 
helping you to look into health 
care options) and guiding you 

along the way with member 
care support. While we still 
had to do a lot of groundwork 
overseas, there were many 
services offered to us by our 

sending agency that 
we could plug into. 
They also provided 
good training to 
prepare us for 
serving overseas.

The other advice we 
have is to be open to the Lord’s 
leading. You don’t have to know 
specifically where you will serve 
-- we certainly didn’t! All we 

knew was that we had a desire 
to obey and serve in Asia, so 
we were open to where God 
would lead us. 

Pray for us as we discern where 
he will send us for our next 
steps.

We are very thankful for the 
training we received through 
BST (then BCQ) and also for 
the very supportive long term 
friendships we developed with 
both students and staff. The 
recent informal reunion of past 
students and staff from our era 
was evidence of that.

You don’t  
have to know 

specifically where 
you will serve

The Centre’s Director Rev Dr 
Andrew Prince outlined the  
vision and the mission for the 
Centre, with guest speakers 
endorsing their support of  
BST’s new venture.  

In collaboration and dialogue 
with Asian Christian leaders 
BST aims to become a centre 
for equipping and resourcing 
Christians for effective contextual 
Asian ministry.

In addition to our existing training 
program (we’ve been teaching 
students in Mandarin for more 
than 20 years), we will equip and 
resource Christians for contextual 
ministry and mission to Asian 
people. We will proactively 
collaborate with Asian Christian 
leaders and scholars in the 
spread of the gospel amongst 
Asians and the strengthening, 
equipping and training of the 
Asian church.

Our goal is to deliver high-quality 
training programs that positions 
BST as the Bible college of 
choice in Australia for Christians 
wanting to be trained to minister 
to Asian people.  Our desire is 
to build meaningful partnerships 
with mission agencies and be 
the preferred Bible college in 
Australia for preparing Christians 
to serve amongst Asian people.

On Saturday, July 23 BST launched its new Centre 
for Asian Christianity with more than 130 people 
in attendance at the BST missions conference.

BCQ REUNION
On Saturday, August 20 more than 40 people gathered at 
BST for the reunion of past students and staff from the 1980s 
and ‘90s. Ian and Sue McQuay have been instrumental in 
hosting the mini reunions during their furloughs in Australia. 
This year they decided to host it at BST and we are so 
thankful they did. 

The college was buzzing with laughter and chatter as old 
friends reminisced, exchanging stories of pranks played 
on each other and seeing their old dorm rooms, some of 
which are now faculty offices. Ken Newton our longest-
serving Principal, former Deputy Principal Ivan Bowden, and 
former lecturer Pat Harrison were among the past staff also  
in attendance.

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1)

Watch the launch online at 
bst.qld.edu.au/centre
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Rev Dr Richard Gibson, BST Principal 

One of the most stirring and comforting 
depictions of God comes in Psalm 103:

As a father has compassion on his children, 
so the LORD has compassion on those who 
fear him; for he knows how we are formed, 

he remembers that we are dust  
(v 13-14).

The Psalmist knows that the history of Israel 
proves her dependence on the LORD’s 
tender mercy. This is where God’s patience 
comes from. This is where forgiveness 
comes from. When Israel fails miserably, 
this is where her hope comes from.

In his earthly ministry, Jesus displayed the 
family likeness. He was the spitting image 
of his compassionate Father. He showed his 
tenderhearted compassion to the chronically 
ill, blind, demon possessed, hungry crowds 
and a bereft widow. 

Moved deeply by their plight, Jesus stepped 
into their lives and transformed them.

At one point 
Matthew reports 
Jesus’ compassion 
for a crowd of 
Jews, because they 
were ‘like sheep 
without a shepherd.’ 
Immediately, Jesus says: “The harvest is 
plentiful but the workers are few. Ask the 
Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out 
workers into his harvest field”  
(Matt 9:37-38). This is where God’s mission 
comes from: compassion for people who 
live without a Shepherd.

Jesus also said to his disciples, “Be 
compassionate, just as your Father is 
compassionate” (Luke 6:36).  
He wants us to show the family likeness: 
tender hearts. This is where mission comes 

from, out of a longing to see defenceless 
sheep safe in the keeping of the Shepherd 

who laid down his life for them.

It is an enormous privilege to be 
involved in the training of workers 
for the harvest, to equip people 
God is raising up. At our BST camp, 
I shared a meal with four of our 
students. One has a burden for 

Myanmar; another for Cambodia; a couple 
shared some of their experiences in south 
Thailand. You could hear their tender hearts 
as they spoke.

Please pray to the Lord of the harvest, that 
he will send out workers. Please pray for 
BST, and support us, that the Lord will grant 
tender, missional hearts to our graduates.

This is where God’s 
mission comes from: 

compassion for people 
who live without  

a Shepherd.

We congratulate Andrew Prince our 
Director of the Centre for Asian Christianity 
and BST’s Head of Ministry and Practice 
on recently completing his PhD. Andrew’s 
PhD focused on contextual communication 
of the gospel across cultures. Andrew 
hopes to publish this work which is a 
culmination of more than five years of 
research and writing.

We’re also excited about two new 
books due for release in late 2016 and 
early 2017. BST’s Deputy Principal John 
Coulson secured a publishing deal with 
Wipf and Stock for his book The Righteous 
Judgment of God. The book seeks to fill 
a gap on the important topic of God’s 
judgment, investigating what the apostle 
Paul has to say in his letters. It is written 

for Christians who desire to have a 
biblical worldview that helps them to 

live faithfully for Jesus Christ. It identifies 
and discusses four aspects of judgment: 
in the Fall of humanity, throughout history, 
at the cross of Christ, and at the end of 
history. For each of these, key questions 
are considered, with the central question 
being, “How do we live in the light of 
this truth?” Keep an eye out for this book 
release later this year.

Our Principal Richard Gibson also secured 
a publishing deal with Zondervan to 
release his book Reading Biblical Greek: 
A Grammar for Students, which he co-
authored with Constantine Campbell. 
Richard, who has been teaching Greek 
for more than 20 years, was passionate to 
write a book that would cover  

the basics of Biblical Greek focusing on 
three core elements: grammar, vocabulary, 
and reading and translation.  
It’s a fantastic resource for first-year Greek 
students. Copies can be pre-ordered online 
via Amazon and is due for release in 
February 2017.

If you would like to invite Richard or other 
faculty to guest speak at your church or 
special event please email  
info@bst.qld.edu.au or contact us on 
(07) 3870 8355.

FACULTY NEWS

Please email communications@bst.qld.edu.au  
to keep up with college news or to update your details.
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FOUR CHARACTERISTICS OF BEING A CHRISTIAN
If someone were to ask you what a Christian should be like, 

the obvious answer is to be like Jesus. There are characteristics 

that set Christians apart. Paul always prays to God for the 

congregations that he has established. From what Paul prays 

we can get a glimpse of what a Christian should be like. In 

Philippians 1:9-10, his prayer for the Philippians gives us insight 

into this.

And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and 

more in knowledge and depth of insight, so that you may be 

able to discern what is best and may be pure and blameless 

for the day of Christ...

The first thing that Paul prays for is that their love will multiply, 

that they should love each other more deeply. This implies 

that their mutual love is not just affection towards one another 

but more importantly the commitment to seek the best for one 

another. 

In other words, as we love each other, we promise that we stand 

beside people in their times of need as well as in the times of 

joy, and that we seek every opportunity to help each other to 

become what God intends each one of us to be.

Integral Mission and  
the Great Commission 
- Free Event -

College Dinner

Spirituality for  
Christian Ministry 
- Master of Arts Intensive -

Open Night 
- Free Event -

Theology of Faith 
and Works 
- Master of Arts Intensive -

Saturday 
24 September, 2016 
9.30am - 11.30am

Wednesday 
5 October, 2016 
6.30pm - 8.45pm

Wednesday 
9 November, 2016 
6.30pm

Monday to Friday 
13 - 17 February, 2017 
8.30am - 3.30pm daily

Monday to Friday 
6 - 10 March, 2017 
8.30am - 3.30pm daily

As International Ministries Director of Langham Partnership, Chris Wright has a front 

row seat to the extraordinary changes taking place in global Christianity. Chris will 

share with us the integration of all five marks of mission — evangelism, teaching, 

compassion, justice, and creation-care – around the centrality of the gospel. 

Curious whether Bible college is the right next step? Come along to this event and 

meet our faculty and staff. Sit in on a lecture, enjoy complimentary supper and hear 

more about our study program.

Save the date and join us for our annual dinner.

Save the date for this MA intensive with Brad Green. Study the unit for credit or simply 

audit and sit in on lectures.

Save the date for this MA intensive with Stuart Devenish. Study the unit for credit or 

simply audit and sit in on the lectures.

Visit bst.qld.edu.au/blog  
to read more of Dr Wally Wang’s blog.




